LIBRARY 


MEDICAL  CSKflCBC  0?  HEALTH, 


for  the 


YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER,  31st,  1939. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Hemsworth 


Urban  District  Council. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Part  time. 


M.  B.  TAYLOR,  M.R.C.8. , L.R.C.P.  (Bond,) 


Sanitary  Inspector,  Whole  time. 


S.  POX,  C.R.S. I. , M. S. I. A 


2 


Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I present  to  you  my  i.nnual  Report  on  the  health 
of  #our  district  for  the  year  1939. 

-|-nfs  rePort  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  v/ith  Circular  2067  of 
t«e  1VlJniStr?  of  Kcalth'  wh- states  that  owing  to  disorr anisation 
essential  meters.’  ^ interlm  repM'tS  are  retired  containing 

This  report  is,  therefore,  drawn  up  on  those  lines. 


SECTION.  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Are a . 


The  area  of  the  Ilemsworth  Urban  District  Council 
as  formerly  of  4,163  acres,  comprising  the  townships 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilligm. 


, consists 
of  Hemsworth, 


tlle  Hemsworth  Urban  District  is  a neutral  area,  there  has 
een  no  evacuation  of  the  population,  or  reception  of  evacuees 
and  consequently  the  resident  population  is  not  affected. 

This  according  to  the  Registrar  General's  estimation  is 


A.  12,920. 

B.  12,760. 


The  average  population  appropriate  to  the  calculation  of 
death  rate  is  1£,920. 

+ 4-vThS  ^UJ‘i*er  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1939  according 
to  the  Rate  books  is  3097.  ' 


xhe  Rateable  7alue  is  £50,29 3 and  the  sum  regresemted  by  a 

penny  rate  equals  £198. 


. , ^ne  phief  industry  in  the  area  is  Coal  Mining  and  its  allied 

trades,  che  remaining  portion  of  the  district  being  devoted  to 

agriculture. 

^traqts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  - 
Legitimate. 
Illegitimate. 


M.  F.  Total. 

1 33-  135.  268. 

4.  5.  9. 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  mid  1939  = 21*4. 

Deaths.  M.  79.  F,  50.  Total.  129. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  = 10*09- 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  - 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0. 

Other  Puerperal  causes  0. 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  - 13.  m.8.  F.5. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  = 46* 9» 


Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births. 
Illegitimate  " " •»  u *t 


44*7. 

111*1. 


r 
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Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  21. 

" " Measles  " " 0. 

11  ” Whooping  Cough”  0, 

” " Diarrhora  (under  2yrs.)  2. 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
to  receive  or  require  comment. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  all  causes  was 
129  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : - 


Digestive  diseases.  4* 
Anti  and  Chronic  nephritis.  2. 
Congenital  debility,  premature  Birth.  7. 
Senility.  14* 
Death  by  violence.  7. 
Diarrhora,  2 years  of  age  and  over.  1. 
Diarrhora,  under  2 years  of  age.  2. 
Diabetes.  4. 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage.  4* 
Heart  Disease.  20. 
Other  circulatory  diseases.  6. 
Bronchitis.  6. 
Pheumonia,  10. 
Influenza.  3* 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  8. 
Cancer.  21. 
Other  causes.  10. 


Developments  and  changes  to  the  services  jp rovided  in  the  area 
o'wing  to  the  war. 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities  remain  the  same,  but  with  the  addition 

that  blood  which  may  be  required  for  transfusion  purposes  in 
case  of  air  raids,  is  forwarded  to  the  Laboratory  at  County 
Hall  to  be  examined  and  grouped. 

2.  Ambulance  facilities  are  adequate  and  consist  of  a public 

Ambulance  supplied  by  the  local  Authority  for  all  cases  of 
illness  or  accident.  An  infectious  diseases  ambulance 
supplied  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  and  the  Ambulance 
provided  by  the  local  collieries  for  their  own  accident 
cases . 

3.  Nursing  in  the  home  remains  the  same  as  previously. 

4.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  are  also  unchanged. 

5.  Hospitals  - Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  Public  Assistance  Hospital  on  the  outbreak  of  war  was  onptied 
and  the  patients  transferred  to  other  institutions. 

Additional  buildings  are  in  csourse  of  erection,  and  additional 
stores  laid  in,  as  the  buildings  are  wxpected  to  accommodate 
numbers  of  war  casualties. 

The  number  of  beds  eventually  expected  to  be  available  is 

250. 

Voluntary  Hospitals  - None  in  area. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  area. 

These  are  fully  discussed  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
which  I endorse  and  recommend  for  your  consideration. 
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Housing. 

1*  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  - 3097- 

2,  Number  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the  above  - 2816, 

Certain  preliminary  work  in  the  scheme  of  Clearance  areas 
were  carried  out,  and  tenders  wore  received,  and  the  contract 
let  for  the  erection  of  24  Aged  Persons  Houses  at  Tombridge 
Crescent,  Kinsley,  some  part  of  the  direct  labour  work  was 
commenced,  but  work  was  postponed  on  the  outbreak  of  war. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  60,  Houses  have 
been  completed  and  occupied  on  the  Tombridge  Crescent  Estate, 
Kinsley,  and  these  were  all  provided  by  the  Local  Authority; 
whilst  2 houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


- Will  be  found 

Notifiable  Diseases 

in  the 

During 

Sanitary  Inspector 

the  Year. 

's  Report. 

Notified. 

Admitted 

Deaths 

Smallpox. 

to  Kpspital. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

20. 

20. 

- 

Diphtheria. 

20. 

20. 

- 

EnteiPic.  Fever  ) 
and  Paratyphoid) 

1. 

1. 

— 

Pheumonia. 

26. 

- 

10. 

Erysipelas. 

17. 

- 

T- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

2. 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 


age  periods.  Resp 

M.  F. 

0.  - 

1.  - 

5.  2 - 

15.  3 1 

25.  - 4 

35-  4 3 

45.  2 

55.  1 

65  and  over.  1 


Non  Resp, 

M.  F. 

1 1 


Resp.  Non  Resp. 
Mi  F,  M,  F. 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  officials  of 
the  Council,  whc^ while  working  under  difficult  conditions, 
have  continued  to  give  me  every  assistance. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

M.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


tj 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  HEMS WORTH . 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  31st,  1939- 


Public  Health  Department, 
White  Hall, 

Hems  wo  r tli. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Herasworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  rny  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1939?  in  accordance  with  Circular  1961 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  and  the  consequent  calling  up  of 
my  assistant  to  H.M,.  Forces,  the  v/ork  of  the  department  was 
seriously  interfered  with,  and  this  report  is  curtailed  as  much 
as  possible  on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  in  the  Circular 
2067«  During  the  year  sixty  (60)  additional  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  at  Kinsley,  a number  of  which  were  occupied 
by  persons  who  had  been  living  in  overcrowded  conditions.  In 
addition,  two  houses  were  built  by  private  builders. 


SECTION.  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year  both 
in  regard  to  quality  and  supply*  Samples  of  the  water  are  taken 
periodically  by  the  staff  of  the  Heinsworth  Joint  Water  Committee 
and  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  20  privies  have  been  converted  into  water 
closets,  and  one  additional  water  closet  has  been  provided  in  a 
lock-up  shop.  This  work  has  been  done  without  the  serving  of 
Statutory  Notices  on  the  owners.  The  position  at  the  31st 
December*  in  your  area,  was  as  follows 


Privies 

50 

Pail  and  Tub  Closets 

6 

'Waste  Water  Closets 

6 

Water  closets. 

3037 

</ 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  arrangements  for  public  cleansing  are  as  in  previous 
reports.  The  dustbins  arc  emptied  weekly,  motor  vehicles  being 
engaged  for  this  purpose.  The  privies  are  emptied  each  fortnight 
The  cesspools  are  emptied  by  the  Council's  cesspool  vehicles,  and 
the  contents  are  placed  in  the  Council  sewer  at  a point  near  to 
the  Herasworth  Sewage  Works.  The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  taken 
to  the  Council’s  tip  where  controlled  tipping  is  in  operati5n. 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  excluding  cess 
pools  was  £2081. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

It  has  only  been  found  necessary  to  make  five  visits  to 
these  premises  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934*  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  found  in  two  instances,  and  were  remedied. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  area  was 
completed  and  a detailed  report  presented  to  the  Council.  As  a 
result  it  was  decided  to  clear  three  areas  which  were  to  be 
scheduled  as  Clearance  Areas. 

Various  sites  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  re-housing 
persons  displaced  from  these  areas,  and  it  was  a matter  of  regret 
that  owithg  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  this  matter  had  to 
be  postponed  until  a future  date. 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  work  done  in  your 
area  : - 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected.  145 • 
No*  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  356. 
No.  of  houses  needing  further  action.  53 • 
No.  made  fit  as  a result  of  Informal  Notice.  46. 
No.  made  fit  as  a result  of  Statutory  Notice 

(Housing  Act,  1936).  7* 


SECTION.  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Poods. 


Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year,  40  inspections  have  taken  place  of  the 
premises  where  milk  is  produced,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  serve  any  but  informal  notices  for  the  remedying  of  any 
nuisances  which  I have ^found. • 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration  Act,  1928,  and  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1920,)  and 
they  were  all  found  genuine.  In  addition,  22  samples  were 
taken  for  the  pre&en&e  of  tuberculosis  of  which  one  was  reported 
as  being  positive,  and  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Veterinery 
Surgeon  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


o 
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Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

The  11  private  slaughterhouses  in  your  arda  were  inspected 
regularly  at  all  times  of  the  day  and  night  when  slaughtering 
was  taking  place,  and  the  total  number  of  inspections  made  was 
1095.  As  a result  12  "beasts,  2 sheep,  1 calf,  5 "beast  heads, 

21  beast  livers,  19  pigs  heads  and  9 pi go  livers  were  destroyed 
and  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  of  man. 

The  whole  of  the  condemned  meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  no  action  was  necessary  by  the  Council. 

Nuisances. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  755>  and  this  resulted  in  222  being  found.  Informal 
notice  was  served  in  respect  of  all  these,  but  it  was  necessary 
in  19  cases  to  serve  Statutory  Notices,  which  were  complied  with 
before  the  time  specified  on  the  notice. 

Nuisances  and  defects  which  are  found  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  Estates  and  invariably  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Department, 
and  it  is  verfc  rarely  that  it  is  necessary  for  my  attention  to 
be  called  to  these  matters. 

I herewith  append  a list  of  visits  and  inspections  made 
during  the  year. 


Visits  and  Inspections. 


TO 

infectious  disease. 

42. 

To 

inspection  for  nuisances. 

755. 

To 

slaughterhouses . 

1085. 

To 

meat  and  food  inspection. 

122. 

To 

work  in  hand. 

434. 

To 

houses  inspected 

145 « 

To 

revisits. 

526, 

To 

Common  Lodging  houses. 

64. 

To 

farms. 

40. 

To 

tips . 

25. 

To 

bakehouses . 

36. 

To 

shops. 

7. 

To 

milk  sampling. 

41. 

To 

scavenging  matters. 

105. 

To 

offensive  trades. 

32. 

To 

factories  and  workshops. 

23. 

To 

miscellaneous  matters. 

304. 

Total  visits.  3786. 


In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
me  fellow  officials  for  their  unfailing  assistance  in  helping 
me  to  carry  out  my  duties  during-  the  year. 

I am,  Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


SYDNEY  POX,  C. 7,3. 1., ill.  I.S.A. 


o 
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